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Comparing Li Yi’s Stories -- ”First Snow Falling on the River”,
“Heroines”, and “Waiting for Cranes” --

from the Perspective of Travel Writing

Lan-Yin Chao

Associate Professor, General Education Center, Overseas Chinese University

Abstract

Helen Carr asserts that travel writing in the 19" Century depicted unusual things
travelers saw and heard on their journeys, whereas that in the 20™ Century was transformed
into a more subjective form, and frequently was a genre loved by well-known Western
Modernist writers. In categorizing travel writing, Western scholars frequently consider it as a
genre comprising a variety of works scattering widely on a long line. At the left end of the
line are works mainly concerning travels aimed at exploration, pilgrimages, and economic
interests. In this type of writing, the narrator describes chronologically his/her journey in an
objective, and realistic manner, depicting the people, things, events and customs that he/she
witnessed on the journey. The narrator’s thoughts and reactions are purposely concealed. At
the other end are autobiographic travel literary works, focusing on self-analysis and
self-exploration. Casey Blanton names this type of travel “Psychological or Symbolic
Journey”. It is natural for Li Yu, an acknowledged Modernist writer, to create travel fiction.
Her works, “First Snow Falling on the River”, “Heroines” and “Waiting for Cranes” are all
autobiographical travel stories, close to the right end of the line. Nevertheless, the first two are
social realistic stories discussing social and life issues triggered by what the traveler saw and
heard in the places visited. They are relatively farer from the right end. The third one is a
psychological travel story, focusing on the narrator’s thoughts, feelings, memories and
imagination. The place visited is simply a background bringing about his/her interior changes.
The third story is thus extremely close to the right end. This essay will employ the
aforementioned theories in comparing and analyzing the contents and writing techniques of
these three stories -- “First Snow Falling on the River”, “Heroines” and “Waiting for Cranes”.

Keywords: travel writing, Li Yu, Heroines, First Snow Falling on the River, Waiting for,
Cranes
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